Some new steps towards a sustainable world: Local strategies, a Footprint tax and a Real Global Deal

The trends of our growing global Footprints, the global warming and the decline of biodiversity are still dramatic. See the Living Planet Report 2004 of the World Wildlife Fund (www.ecofoot.net) . The number of extreme poor people is only a fraction less than 10 years ago. Yet we might be a bit optimistic; in almost every section of our society the process of thinking in terms of sustainability is growing. For example in schools and universities, the business sector, in agriculture, the building, energy and traffic sector, and many cities and towns. But we need new steps to bring sustainability within reach.

Local Agenda 21 experience

Last ten years have brought us a lot of experience with local processes towards sustainability with the Local Agenda 21. Several countries have been very successful with the model, like Denmark, England, Finland, Norway and Sweden. In Denmark every city and town now has to develop such a program by law. On the basis of the experience with LA 21 the follow up of ‘Johannesburg’ should be that all cities and towns on earth will develop a Local Strategy for Sustainable Development (LSSD), to implement the National Strategies for Sustainable Developments (NSSD). No longer we can afford a voluntary approach, as unsustainability is linked directly with the violation of human rights many millions of people now and even many more people of future generations. 

The Global Footprint tax

One of the most powerful tools we have received last ten years is the model of the Global Ecological Footprint. It has the power to become a common reference for the most crucial aspects of sustainability, for all, from children to UN-officials. The first book about it (Our Ecological Footprint by Rees and Wackernagel) was published only in 1996. Soon after that the stream of other publications, debates and educational activities with the footprint started to grow. The above mentioned Living Planet Report is the most political, compact document that shows the calculated and comparable footprints of 152 countries. But it shows also detailed calculations of the footprint components: arable land, grazing land, CO2-emissions, forests, fishing grounds and built up land. These calculations can become the basis of a new global tax; the Footprint tax.

Real Global Deal

More than ever we have a clear picture of the big differences in the footprints of the rich and the poor countries. Taking into account the political choice for a sustainable level of use of the limited natural resources, we need a new and fair distribution system. It would be reasonable that the rich will start to pay a footprint tax for that part of their claims of resources that go beyond their fair share. And those people who still have a very small footprint, below their fair share, have the right to claim the revenues of such a footprint tax. With the money they can invest for a sustainable living. It this way we can reach more goals at the same time; lowering the CO2 emissions, quickening the process to stop the extreme poverty on our earth and it might slow down the growth the world population as well. We know from research that more education and health for woman, leads to a free choice of less children per family. 

We could start with this system on the basis of an equal distribution of per capita CO2 emission rights. A process we need any way to reach an effective approach globally to stop climate change. This collective attempt for rebalancing the North-South gap and climate change would be a real Global Deal.
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